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Profcseror Em& Freudenthal 
Department of Pure end Applied Y%thematfcs 
Utrecht University 
Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Dear Professor Preudenthal, 

Although I %m th% furthest thing frm a rmthexmticlern I 
have shared certain interesta with you and in particular found 
your book ~~Llncos" quite f%scin%ting. 

I am writing at the moment simply fro= just havinia, discovered 
a referrtnca to a p%per by Rogben of xhlch I had not previously been 
aware and which is attached here %nd under. ! .3 . . 

I have alao atomewhere men the rerzuwk that the transmission 
of % d&menslonles@ number like the fine-etructure cam&ant to what-- 
ever precision we know it tad%y would convey % gre%t deal of in- 
foramtion %bout the present status of our civilization, posssibly 
including sozw of its neoplartic auberances. If you happened to 
recall the source of tEle% attribution I would be greatful to you 
for it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Josbu% Laderberg 
Profeepeor of Genetics 

P. s. I %$a very well aware that '.Lincos" is &ally not at all ahout 
lnterstrlfar communication. I wonder if you have thought about 
the aintmm conditiorss for provfng the corractacrs of % specific 
interpretation of worka inalost language like Etruscnn or Rayan 
accent a spxifie dieti.oaary. This, of course, leaves one with 
lFtt3.e more than internal inconsistency as a criterion.lo turn thie 
viewpoint inaide out could one not argue that the tr%nsmi%eion of 
the Lnglish text of your book would provide wfficient information 
that the correct induction would neceesarily be arrived et by any 
moderately (I almust aaid sufficiently) skilled ad dllfgent 
civilization. 


